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conceivable blunder and misdemeanor that a journalist can com-
mit, provided I do it in the capacity of his musical critic.

Not that my stuff will not bore and worry him as much as it
will bore and worry other people; but what with his reluctance
to risk a dispute with me on a subject he does not understand,
and his habit of considering music as a department of lunacy,
practised and read about by people who are not normally sane
and healthy human beings, he will find it easiest to "suppose it
is all right" and to console himself with the reflection that it does
not matter anyhow. Dr Stanford says, "If editors appoint an
incompetent person, public opinion is pretty sure, sooner or
later, to find out and expose the ignoramus." This expectation
is so entirely and desperately unwarranted by experience, that I
may take it that Dr Stanford only offers it rather than leave the
difficulty without at least a pretence of a solution.

But why not form a Vigilance Committee of musicians for the
exposure of incompetent critics? The other day, as we all re-
member, five eminent musicians published a protest against a
certain musical critic. Being new to their work, they did not do
it well; and the critic got the best of it; but I sincerely hope the
five will not be discouraged. After a few trials, a Vigilance Com-
mittee would learn to attack cautiously and effectively, and to
avoid the professional weakness of exaggerating the importance
of those blunders as to historic facts and musical technicalities
which sometimes give a ludicrous air to really shrewd and essen-
tially sound criticism.

Musical criticisms, like sermons, are of low average quality
simply because they are never discussed or contradicted; and I
should rejoice were such a committee to be formed, especially if
Dr Stanford were to be chairman, and would undertake the draft-
ing of such public protests as it might be deemed advisable to
issue.

The Philharmonic orchestra has been distinguishing itself at
the last two concerts in the hands of Grieg and Saint-Saens.
Grieg is so successful in getting fine work out of the band that
if the directors were wise they would make him a handsome offer